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Nicky Gioia Mitchell 
 
Nicky Gioia was born in the thirties in the historic 
villa Torre a Cona near Florence in Tuscany. She was 
destined to live a remarkably eventful life.  
 
At an early age she endured the privations, traumas, 
and tragedies of World War II. While still a young 
woman, her first marriage ended with the untimely 
death of her beloved husband, Carlo, Marchese Pes di 
Villamarina del Campo. Years later she married Craig 
Knowlton Mitchell, an American socialite and sportsman. Throughout, she travelled 
the world meeting a variety of famous and interesting people. 
 
Nicky Gioia Mitchell is a Hamptons artist well known for her landscapes and paint-
ings of the beaches and ocean near her home. Her work has brought her much suc-
cess. She has had 32 one-woman exhibitions in France, Belgium, Italy, Canada, and 
the United States—particularly in New York City.  
 
This is her vivid memoir of a rich and colorful life. 
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